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?rited conscience, the legacy of
is of (jrod-foaring ancestors, is a
? of property for a latter-day
carry about with him.
the lesson of the worse than

'e of Albert Hense Downen, who,
Lot a ytuiry oueuce, ims ot ut»

will told the Denver police thatj
nurderer many times over, that
blood on his hands and on his r

his play of crime is played out.
visiles they would hang him asif
assible and be done with it.
where the born criminal of Lorn-;v
ers from the black sheep 1n a a

ly, of which Downen is the type. .(3
criminal joys In his misdoing. ^

fellow gone wrong" burns, robs, E

chokes down his sorrow until he E

no longer. Then he quits. t

has quit. Bftt he has made a e

crime which the annals of wrong- c

the Western coufttry will have b
to match. He is forty-five years n

in the quarter of a centpry that, v

voted to crime he has known all a

tions that sin can afford to an b
.« r"01 t
i who has held up treasure-laden l
;hes and rifled the pockets of in- a

citizens at the point of a pistol b
thrown up his hands. Why? Be- j
felt the whole world against him. a
irms of the police he has fled for s
from pursuers who were the|s

of his own imagination. Pursued g
rors of remorse, finding no peace 0
wanderings, dreadinz every foot- .

shrinking from every shadow, he j
to the gallowj to free him from j

ires of his guilty conscience. The e
quiet which a life of crime had'L
m of he now believes Can only f
in death. "I have no pleasure," y
nen in his confession of 40,000
the Denver Chief of Police, "and
lid of being arrested at any time. *

;h to havl the affair over as soon a

e. so that I will not have to spend r

; in jail." t

iken into court before Judge But- 8

enver last week Downen pro- ^

llnst having counsel assigned to *

insisted on pleading guilty, and c

anted to die quickly. Neverthe-
Court appointed 'Lawyer Robert 1

to act for the prisoner. In the
a careful investigation has been t

the marvellous story of crime ^

Downen. When first taken into
pon suspicion of being concerned ^
II robbery, he asked to see the (
Police, and to that official told '

3 of crimes of which he claimed c

een the perpetrator. These in- s

veral murders and a large num- r

aults and highway robberies cov- *

eriod of a qq^rter of* a century. *

was so astounding as to be in- j
gave dates and the names of 1

1 persons to the Chief of Police,
that they be investigated. He ac-
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W. R. Hearst, the Journal, New To

The confession of Albert Heuse
^ar as we have been able to verify it
actual murders, one assault upon a
naman and three stage robberies. 1

He will be tried Saturday, and v

*t>ld half of the story of his crimes,
to the gallows, that will be a/ revela
his confession is true.

Denver, Col., Oct. 27, 1SJ)6.

used iilmself of the murder of Joel W.
^shwot-th at Denver, on June 27. But
here were no witnesses of this murder and
10 way 0f establishing Downen's connection
rith it. if was a murder of which almost
ny man could have accused himself, if he
lesired \to be h"ung. But Downen gave the
Ihlef of Police the particulars of another
nurder, relating the story in such a manleras to too i,i«. t>.i,

pas Commttted in California more than
leven ye;lrs ag0- jt had been regarded as a
ase of snieide, L at It now turns out to have
ieen one of the most daring and reckless
aurders ii, e history of the State. It
vas thp f jme that Downen had killed
man, r,n om that day to this, he says,

,e hat. peace. He told the Denver
Ihlef of I e that one evening in June,
885, he was walking In St. James's Park,
t San Jose, Cal., when he saw a man who
iore the appearance of having wealth. He
umped In front of the stranger, and. pulling

pistol, commanded "hands up." The
tranger resisted and Downen promptly
uui uiui uw a. vv neii wis srory was xeieraphedto Ss n Jose from Denver, the Chief
f Police In the former place said there was
0 truth In If. He wired to Denver that
here had bein no murder In St. James's
*ark that yeur. The following day, howver,a careful search was made of the
looks of the Sun Jose police, and there was
ound the evidence that Downen's story
ras true.
These books disclosed the fact that on
he morning of June 8, 1885, the body of
dead man was found In the northeast corlerof St. Jarao 's Park. He had been shot
hrough the ho id, and a .32 calibre, sixhotpistol, with one empty chamber, was
ound near the body. The man was idenifledas H. Biaun, a stranger who had
!Otne to San Jo> e a few days before. The
ivldence before the Coroner's Jury waB
neagre, and a verdict of suicide was

Tought in. Dowaen explained last week
hat he had placed the pistol beside his
Ictim.
Convinced by what he learned from San

lose that Downen was telling the trnth,
Dbief Uussell, of ;he Denver police, set to
rork to verify, so J!ar as possible, every one
>f the numerons crimes of which this coniclence-strlkenman accused himself. They
nake an appalling list. His crimes around
Denver alone, wh>ere Downen has been
dentifled ae the mysterious lone highwaynanwho rode a yelllow bicycle, are enough
o place him In the front ranks of the
mights of the road.
Albert Hence Dow'ien was born near Denrer.He appears to have been the one black

iheep of his family. His parents were well:o-doand highly respected, and his aged
nother is now living, with one of her sons
icar Ilozeman, Mont, David Downen, an-
>1her son, is a prosperous ranchman living
sear Salt Lake City.
rinnrnon nnnnora tn Kn.,^ K«/vn ^A
i/virm-u tv »ia V C UCCU ylUUlopwvu

toward a criminal life. The police of Denverhave dug out fr m the musty files of
the District-Atfonie^ office an old indictmentfound against m in 1873 for what
was perhaps his firs rime. Early in that
year he was nrrestt r stealing a mule
from a brother of .uniy Commissioner
Twombley. He was iUud over for ti4al
and released in $401. ill, but he skipped
out for California a the bond was forfeited.
After reaching Cah rda, Downen, who

was then twenty-on?" .ars old. went to
work in a saw mill lr Vlsalia, in TulareCounty. He beer e acquainted, with
the Wells Fargo agen1 it Vlsalia nnd one
day learned that $6,1 wa3 to be sent
away the next night. is cupidity overcamehis scmnles nn.
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hold up the stage. Hi aid in wait at a
favorable location, but some reason the
driver changed his ro j* and Downen's
plans were frustrated.
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Downen, comprising twenty-five separate
. I have no doubt that every word of It i
roan with Intent to kill, the shooting of a 1

'he remainder of the crimes whic* he con
rill probably be convicted of murder in th
and promises to make another and compl*
tion. He certainly is not crazy, and I beli

J.

In describing his first stage robbery the w

prisoner said: "I was disappointed in not T
sev-uniiK uie eo,ooo auu. cuiiciuueu iu iry w

again the next night, and this time I sue- ri
ceeded and secured $M5 from the treasure
box and passengers. E

"I was somewhat, nervous, but made a E
good bluff and called upon Imaginary con- a
federates to cover the driver and passen- ti
ers with guns. I made the people get down k
and line up along the roadside and robbed li
them. Vest Townsend, the driver, in mak- ci
lng a report of the hold-up, said there h
were at least a dozen robbers In the gang. 11
I never worked with an accomplice. A few E
days later I rode on a train In company a
with the Sheriff of Tulare County and
talked with him about the robbery." a
This was the turning point In Downen's tl

career. ±ie nau nea rrom justice at Den- o
ver, It ts true. But the charge of stealing n
a mule was a paltry one, and he made one o
earnest effort to earn an honest living and >
lead a respectable life. But after his first s

stage robbery he abandoned himself to a n
life of crime. He never afterward made a n
serious effort to become a decent, law- L
abiding citizen. y
When he had robbbed the California stage I

he says a sense of Insecurity began to t
worry him. He became nervous and r.est- t
less. Previously he bad only stolen a dumb t
animal. But now he had held a loaded t
pistol at a human being's head and committeda crime for which he could be
hanged. Vague terrors began to possess his I
mind. He was opposed to organized so- t

clety. He had defied the moral and the s

legal code.
So he resoived to abandon himself to the

life of Crime in which he had commenced. J"
Confident of his own ability to defy the
law single-handed, he set about planning v

another stage robbery. Downen says In c

nis voluminous couiessiuu um auw a visit *

to Spn Francisco, St. Louis and Denver
upon, the proceec of his flrst stage robbery
he returned to v. There ho
again held up tin securing
considerable phr ore confidencein himseL he carried
out what he calls 2" with Success.
In making his e however, Downeu
stole a horse, and for this he was arrested.
He imagined he was wanted for the stage
robbery, which he confessed, whereas if he
had kept quiet he would have been charged
only with the theft of the horse. He was

tried and convicted and sentenced to twenty-twoyears' imprisonment at the San
Quentin Prison.
"I was told," says Downen In his confession,"that if I would behave myself In

prison I would not have to serve a long
sentence and would be pardoned. After beingImprisoned seven years I became a

trusty in the laundry, and, stealfng some

clothing from a guard, I escaped, and after
travelling at night for a week I found I
had not moved twenty miles from the
prison.

"I lived on fruit during the time, but, becominghungry, I begged for something to
eat at William Brown's ranch, near Petaluma.The women in the house gave me a

good supper, which I was eating when
Brown returned home.
"Brown recognized me from a description

sent out. by the prison authorities and, with
a gun in his hand, sat down between me

and the door. I finished my supper and,
getting up. Brown levelled his gun at me

and told me to surrender. I refused and
he shot me In the neck. I knocked him

down with a heavy lamp, setting fire to

the house, and ran. Brown emptied his

revolver and rifle at me, but I escaped to

the, mountains."
In the mountains, Downen says, he was

worried and harassed by fears of recapture.He knew that~the country was beingscoured for him.
"I walked," says he, "until I reached a

small town, and was shot at by the night
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5te confession, after he is sentenced uey'(
eve thoroughly that every word of con)
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mtchmnn and went on to Sacramento, som

'he night I arrived there Policeman Hunt but
ras murdered, and I left town to avoid ar-{robl
ast as a Auspicious character." jtimi
Downen now felt himself an outlaw, mar
[e was ready for any desperate deed, nev
[e had voluntarily adopted a life of crime kill*
nd once committed to it there was no som

jrning back. As an escaped convict be
new that recapture might overtake him For
i any State in the Union or in any sen1
Duntry, and that no lapse of time would qU
elp him. The hopelessness of a criminal one
fe began to impress itself upon his mind. fro,
te 6a£s he acquired the furtive look char- tim
cteristlc of all jailbirds and criminals.
At Sacramento Downen managed to trade wa]
blanket for a gun and then he took tojcrj^

lie woods to escape arrest for the murder; in
f Policeman Hunt, although he had had ^en,
othing to do with the crime. Out in the t0
pen country he expected to find his prey. gia]
fothlng but a bold and daring robbery vea
uch as that for which he had been com- jeaf
litted to prison would, he felt, give him wjJ(
ew confidence in his powers and convince xhl
dm that his years in prison had not 8t01
reaiienea ms courage or sappea nis nerve. sp0
t was near Truckee that the first oppor- ^
unity occurred for robbery. He encouneredtwo men In the road and proceeded to
o hold them up. He jumped In front of bQ,
hem with the command; ^
"Throw up your hands."! n
The two Callfornians obediently followed j.Q|
)ownen's command and allowed him to go tQ(
hrough their pockets without offering re- f
Istance. Then Downen went to Colfax.
Ie lounged about the town for a few days a s

:eeping his eyes and ears open. He was
eady for flight at a moment's notice, and e

f need be he would fight for his life. He ®
nln S

>uo aisv irau; iui any ueoyuruitr uctjv» ii»oi j
flfered a chance of profit. In the course J
f his stay In Colfax Downen heard of a
ocal Chinaman who was about to return to
ils native land. Knowing the habits of the j
California Chinamen he Inquired how net
nuch money this man was taking back Tavlth him to China. He learned that the j
Chinaman had drawn $2,000 from a bank Ke
nd,he resolved to follow him and tRke It. BajThe Chinaman started out of Colfax with d'p
)ownen on his trail. When they reached J
i lonely mountain pass Downen sprang w|
n front of him. The Chinaman, how- Up
iver, ran toward a high cliff. Downen C
>pened fire on him, but the Chinaman ro(leached the edge of the cliff and fell over ro|
ind was killed. Downen returned to ^Cruekeo without havlnfir seeiirod (Up mnn«r

By this time Downen had had ingrained ^h his nature all the characteristics of the! ,dPfmbltual cri >al. He was the kind ofi
nan experienced detectives would pick
>ut of a crowd simply by their looks as
suspicious characters. These traits of the
iriiftinal which he was unable to conceal
ed to his arrest in Truckee almost as
loon as he had put foot in the town. The ;luthorlties were looking for the murderer
if Policeman Hunt, and Downen's appearincewas so much against him that they
irrested him on sight.
So great was the local indignation that

Downen feared he would be lynched. So
ie confessed who he was, told of his essapefrom San Quentln Prison, and was
lent back there. Here for ten long years
Downen worked among the Other thieves
lud crooks who dwell within Its gloomy
vails. Then Governor Stoneman, of Cali'ornla,pardoned him.
Downen went to Santa Clara and again

took up the life of a highwayman. On
he night of February 21, 18S5, a young
ran named Dreschmcyer and two young
tromen, Maggie Cahil and Mollie Canavan,
eft Santa Clara in a uuggy for San Jose.
\s they reached the Alameda Downen
umped from behind a tree and commanded
hem to halt. Dreschmeyer whipped up the
lorses and Downen fired. The bullet
struck Miss Oahll in t^e right shoulder. ''
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life was despaired of, but she finally

ivered. Downen thought lie had killed
The identity of the highwayman was

er disclosed until Downen made his
fesslon to Chief Russell at Denver a

days since,
iwnen next went to San Jose. In order
nake a show of earning a living he did
e work for a seedman, named Meggett,
meanwhile he committed every small
iery which was offered. It was at this
3 that his first murder occurred. The
i he shot in St. James's Park he had
er seen before. The only reason he
3d him was because "he seemed to have
e money," as Downen now says.
Dwnen next ronoed a Mexican woman.
this he was arrested and tried, and

tenced to a term of seven years at San
sntin. He- then joined some other prisrsIn a plan to escape from the prison
n which he had been released a short
e previously. In escaping, however,
vnen fell from a ladder on the prison
II and broke his right leg, becoming
pled for life. He was recaptured withaweek. Then he served out his sense.As soon as he was released he went
Spokane. There he committed a burry.For this he was sentenced to two
rs, which he served. Upon being resedhe went to Park County, Mont.,
jre he stole $1,500 worth of jewelry,
s he buried pne dark nignt near Llvingle,and was never again able to find the
t.
.fter visiting ogden, Salt Lake and
eyenne, Downen early this year came
Denver, his old homo. He went to

ird with Mrs. Lichenheld, at No. 162]
ut street. He pretended to have busissat th^ other end of the city. He
light a yellow bicycle and occasionally
)k a ride at night. It has now been
nd that these night rides coincide with
leries of robberies that have been taking
ice about Denver since early in May.
re is the list:

lay 7.W. A. Hopkins, at Elyrla.
lay 11.J. R. McDonald, in Highlands,
line 27.Joel Ashworth was murdered,
uly 11.T. W. Chapman, robbed near
kewood schoolhouse. in Highlands, and
in Williams, robbed at the same place
hour later.
uly 14.Mesdames Wagner and Webb,
ir Rocky Mountain Lake.
uly 20.P. L. Logan, on Sheridan boulerd.
my aiise vynite was snoi. miko .jienzlewas shot at the same place the
ne night.
uly 23.Pownen met Captain Tuttle and
tectlVe DuffleM.
uly 26.H. M. Keever and Ms hired men
re robbed.
loptember 30.Robert L. Kane was held
near the Longfellow schoolhouse.
October 15.Mrs. Fred Latnmers was
)bed near Riverside Cemetery.)ctober 18.Mark Morris was held up and
jbed at Henderson.
i curious regret expressed by Pownen is
it he robbed a womgn In a cemetery. He
w thinks It was a desecration of the
id.
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